Volunteering Opportunity in Bali

1. Seeds of Hope Children's Home, Panti Asuhan Benh Harapan (Balinese name)

Located:

Jln. Panji 1 no 7, Br Kwanji

Desa Dalung, Kecamantan Kuta Utara

Denpasar-Bali, Indonesia

Phone (0361) 422677, 439723

Fax (0361) 439724

Mail Address:

P.O. Box 9

Sempidi (80354)

Denpasar-Bali, Indonesia

Email: sandra_elim@yahoo.com

This orphanage is run by a Balinese Christian couple, Tommy and Sandra, and houses around 80 orphans. I visited this orphanage with my father and friend while vacationing in Bali. We arrived in Bali with donations, but no volunteer contacts. Our tour guide told us about this orphanage, but we had no way of contacting them before arrival. Nevertheless, Tommy and Sandra warmly welcomed us! The children even performed an impromptu musical concert for us! Tommy and Sandra were also delighted with the donated clothes and toys; I don’t think they get many visitors or much funding. Right now, their orphanage lacks the necessary publicity, but I’m sure Go M.A.D. could bring more volunteers to their doorstep. Bali is an extremely popular destination with JETs and this orphanage is less than 1 hour from Kuta!

Tommy and Sandra primarily need help with the children. At the time I visited, they were the only adults running the orphanage! Though they had some help from the older teens, they still had too much work for two people, especially considering that Sandra recently had a stroke and is wheelchair-bound. Even if you can only stop by for an afternoon and teach English, sing songs, or play basketball with the kids, I guarantee it will be the highlight of your trip! 

2. Chiang Mai Orphanage Foundation “Ban Kingkaew Wiboolsanti”

75 Wualai Road

Chiang Mai 50100 Thailand

Tel: (66 53) 275650

This orphanage provides housing, education, and medical care for over 50 boys and girls (ages 0-6 years old). You can help by: 

a) Sponsoring a child for only 4000 baht per year (about $100 USD or 25 cents per day). 

b) Volunteering your time while you are traveling in Northern Thailand, play games, teach English, or help out in the nursery; studies show that even playing with a baby for one afternoon a month will give them warmth and love necessary for development.  

c) Bringing donations. New and used toys, clothes, and household appliances are needed. Children’s clothes are especially needed, but is also happy to receive adult clothes, as there are many needed people in the area. 

Please contact the above number for more information about how you can help! Thanks,

Amy Minkley, Saga-ken JET 2001-2005

