Youth, care and community

Come and help us enhance the lives of children and teenagers

We cannot pretend to remedy serious social and economic conditions, but volunteers in Santa Elena have plenty of opportunities to make a difference to young people who would otherwise lack educational and creative opportunities. Community projects are typically under-resourced and under-staffed, so volunteers and resources are always welcome.

In addition to the more established community-support programs - Tucusito and the Mobile School - motivated volunteers who bring ideas for projects have the chance to set up their own volunteer opportunities in Santa Elena with the financial and organizational support of Peace Villages Foundation. The foundation’s established relationships and contacts with various schools and social organizations in the town and the help of the Volunteer Coordinator enable volunteers to create their own exciting work placements. Whether your skills lie in music, sports, drama, art or handiwork, PVF and Santa Elena can offer you a unique chance to implement your own ideas, while giving you valuable experience and realizing personal ambitions and goals.

The town’s Casa de la Cultura (Cultural Center) and Fundación del Niño (Children’s Foundation) are some of the organizations which are open to the input of volunteers, from English teaching, theater and music projects, to computer and ceramics classes.

In the past, volunteers have formed teams working on community projects such as the maintenance and painting of playgrounds and community centers, the organization of litter collection and environmental education activities, and the planning of cultural events and festivals, in conjunction with the town council. 

We also would like to set up a month-long summer camp for underprivileged and street children from around Venezuela on the Foundation grounds, and are looking for a committed volunteer to organize and implement this exciting idea. There are no limits to the work a motivated and enthusiastic volunteer can do in Santa Elena, but achieving a successful independent project does require a longer stay than participation in PVF’s already established volunteer programs.

Activities include
· Playing with and taking care of underprivileged children, bringing joy and love to local day care centers and promoting integration for children and teenagers with special needs at our attention and training center “Tucusito”
· Assisting with recreational and developmental activities, helping to organize special events or take our special need kids out for a walk, football game or an ice cream. 

· Bringing joy and warmth to hospitalized children by participating in our regular visits to the pediatric ward for recreational activities like story telling, theater and play sessions. 

· Making and decorating wooden didactic toys and materials for our play-therapy program for underprivileged children and special need kids. (Light woodwork, painting, sanding, decorating etc. No previous experience required) 
  

· Assisting in ceramics classes, helping as a teacher assistant at the Fundación del Niño or with computer classes for children and teenagers. 

· Help restore and maintain children’s playgrounds and school facilities and furniture. Assisting with painting and restoring work, helping with landscaping, redecorating and maintenance, or by passing on vocational skills. 

Conservation & Environment

You enjoy the outdoors and want to try your hand at tropical conservation? Helping to sustain long-term conservation projects, you will work together with local people and other volunteers. What better way to make friends, get some fresh air, exercise and help our local environment? Just bring enthusiasm, self-reliance, patience and an open mind.

Help conserve some of the world's wild places, the La Gran Sabana national park and bio-reserve. Help clean the rivers and natural beauty spots and preserve flora and fauna. Also, help with education: Passing on that passion for the environment to the young generation. Venezuelan biodiversity is among the richest in the world. One of the goals of this project is to bring this importance home to local school children during special conservation events. Children are taught about local plants and animals, the dangers of pollution, and what they can do to improve their environment.

Do you feel the need to make a positive impact on the environment? Our conservation projects put you to work in stunning locations while surrounded by monkeys, toucans, parrots, butterflies and many other incredible species. Carry out environmental conservation to protect the fragile savannah ecosystem and the Pemon indigenous cultures side by side with local people.

Learn all about sustainable development and organic practices. Then use this to grow trees and medicinal plants and promote environmental conservation in schools.

Activities can include
· Tree planting, footpath construction and maintenance, gardening, and landscaping 
· Occasional trash collection projects inside the La Gran Sabana national park

· Nurturing plant seedlings

· Maintaining the Peace Villages grounds and its fruit and vegetable gardens

· Teaching or assisting in programs for environmental education

· Assisting in the maintenance of a tree nursery, a bamboo plantation and a bird sanctuary on Peace Villages grounds

· Helping with ecological restoration and reforestation of the savannah

· Assisting to build an educational trail for schoolchildren in a nearby rain forest

· Helping develop a comprehensive species list of the existing wildlife in and around the savannah park and biologic reserve

· Photographing, recording and cataloging as many as possible of the native species of Flora and Fauna.

Requirements

From no previous experience to experts required

Availability

Ongoing through the whole year

Ecological Building

Some of the most hands-on work that we support

This Ecological Building project is just the thing if you enjoy the outdoors, the beauty of the countryside and honing your Spanish skills as you work side by side with local people. Assist with our Ecological Building project as we expand the Peace Villages Center facilities which village of Santa Elenaare located in a spectacular setting with stunning views just outside the  via Sampai. 

If you have advanced carpenter, building or handyman/janitorial skills and want to commit for at least 3 months we will offer you special conditions.  write us

HYPERLINK "mailto:mail@peacevillages.org" for more information  
Activities include
· Help with day-to-day tasks and introduce new skills through workshops with local ecological materials
· Work side by side with locals and help build and decorate the rooms and gardens of our special need kids’ therapy and recreational facilities and workshops
· Help working with wood and stones, building a new Therapeutic horseback riding facility (Treatment that uses the movement of the horseback) and a shelter for the horses and farm animals.

Requirements
From no previous experience to experts required                   

Availability
Ongoing through the whole year
The Mobile School

The Mobile School consists of five interconnected boxes on wheels, which easily slide in and out of each other and provide for a constantly changing and easily mobile classroom, which we take to various neighborhoods throughout the Santa Elena area. The Mobile Schools box is one and a half meters long and extends out to six meters. It consists entirely of blackboards to which we can attach a variety of fun and educational exercise cards. The cards contain diverse exercises of varying difficulty levels on a broad range of educational material. The core themes are literacy and innumeracy programs, creative therapy, healthcare education and human rights. However, we often create our own educational themes specialized for the Santa Elena area. Clean water conservation and waste/pollution awareness are two examples of such themes.
With the Mobile School we are able to access and teach children who are not served by a school system. We also educate children who participate in the traditional school system using an integrative approach that enhances and reinforces what they learn through their traditional education. Traveling through the streets of Santa Elena, the neighboring indigenous communities and poor neighborhoods, the Mobile School brings education to the children in a lively and engaging manner, while giving you an up-close perspective of Santa Elena. We aim not only to educate, but also to raise the children’s self-esteem by teaching them they are valued members of their community.

We teach children who are not served by a school system, and bring them education of such quality that they are able to integrate with a school system as well. The Mobile School travels through the streets of Santa Elena and the neighboring indigenous communities and poor neighborhoods, bringing education to the children in a lively and engaging way, helping gain self-esteem through creative means and teaching them that they are very valued.

Targeted Groups: Peace Village Foundation’s Mobile School Program makes an impact primarily among three main groups of children: those who have dropped out of the traditional school system, the local indigenous communities, and the children who live in the poor settlements on the outskirts of Santa Elena. The program works by going to these children in the places they live, play, and work, and by engaging them in fun activities which teach through creative and interactive means such as games, songs, and crafts.

Background: Santa Elena is a town which is growing far too quickly for infrastructural services to keep up. The existing school systems are overpopulated, which keeps them from reaching their full potential of quality education. As a result of the poor quality of their education, children have little motivation to continue attendance, with the end result being that many children drop out of the educational system entirely at a very early age.
Further out of the town limits are the indigenous communities, who are served by school systems which tend to not rely on the common teaching material of the national educational systems, creating a population of children and adolescents who are disenfranchised from their peers.
The problem is aggravated by the rising numbers of “invasions,” or residential zones that are the result of groups of poor and landless families literally invading the areas adjacent to Santa Elena and constructing houses out of whatever materials they can find. These invasions often do not have the basic infrastructure needed, such as electricity, sanitation or water, and the children who live there are often not served by an education system.
Although Santa Elena so far does not have a population of street children, the situation has the possibility of escalation, and already the children mentioned are in situations of risk. Because of the poverty, risk of sexual abuse and domestic violence increase sharply for these children; this in turn can cause them to run away from home.

Activities include
· Help planning and preparing the classes and regular maintenance

· Assist moving the Mobile School to street locations in the village
· Help teaching literacy and numeracy, creative therapy, healthcare education and children rights
· Assist with Play Therapy or recreational and developmental activities and help organize special events

Requirements
From little previous experience to experts required - You do not necessarily need to speak fluent Spanish or have previous teaching experience. However, some Spanish knowledge gives you the confidence throughout your work placement. However, staff and other volunteers will support you when you start teaching. 

Availability
Ongoing through the whole year
Live and volunteer in a typical Pemón Aboriginal community

This special assignment gives you close insight into the Pemón indigenous life and culture, and is very rewarding for the caring individual, ready to support the worthwhile cause of preserving and nurturing indigenous traditions. Volunteers with a genuine interest in anthropology, cultural influences and differences will enjoy this placement. Integrate yourself into this strong community next to the flat-top mountains, enjoy the different pace of life, the fantastic views and your volunteer work. This is a great opportunity for volunteers to live alongside indigenous people in this remote and beautiful part of Latin America.

The Sabana is the home of the Pemón Nation, an ethnic minority of about 6,000 people. They are encountering problems such as sour soils poor in minerals, which make cultivation very difficult, so that after a relatively short period of time they slash and burn further parts of forest. This, together with increasing anthropogenic pressure, illegal mining, new population settlements and so on, leads to forest fragmentation with strong negative impact on ecosystem functionality and the continued vibrancy of Pemón culture.

The community of Chirikayen is a small rural village an hour's drive (by 4wd) from Santa Elena in the heart of the beautiful La Gran Sabana national park.  It has a population of only 200 people and is located amidst breathtaking surroundings close to the Chirikayen Tepui (flat-top mountain - 1650m). Chirikayen enjoys a healthy climate and environment. Chirikayen has a primary school, a health care station, a basic shop and a church. 

Amenities are very basic. There is electricity for only 3 hours a day when a generator is run. Clothes are washed in the river. The program coordinator and some locals speak fluent English. You will stay with a host family in a traditionally built house. You will enjoy comfortable hammock sleeping and share delicious meals, traditionally cooked and served. 

Activities Include
· Conservation activities like research and protection of wildlife, and caring for seedlings
· Sustainable community development projects such as ecotourism and organic agriculture
· Working with the members of the indigenous communities in the areas of the protection of river basins, water sources, and relative wildlife
· Reforestation of areas affected by burning or mining activities, and gardening using indigenous techniques
· Recreational and creative activities with small kids and school children
· Teaching English to Pemón tourist guides and school children
· Building and maintenance work on communal infrastructure
· Initiating an environmental education program and exchanging knowledge of the rainforest and savannah habitat
Requirements
You do not need special skills nor do you have to speak fluent Spanish, but you need to be flexible and willing to get involved in a range of activities. A pro-active attitude is essential and it helps to have patience. Pemón aboriginals are wary of losing their cultural identity. Any skills that you have in areas, from sports and music, English teaching, to art or “handy man skills”, will be more than welcome and help ensure that you get the most out of your placement and contribute fully to it.                     

Availability
Ongoing through the whole year. Minimum stay - one week starting and ending on a Friday (see Transport section below). 
Accommodation
Pemón Host Family. All meals will be eaten with the family. You will sleep in a hammock unless you specifically request to have a bed. 

Teaching & Tutoring

Teaching and tutoring improves confidence and communication skills and is the perfect outlet for your energy and creativity!
Schools are overcrowded, so teachers are a precious resource and are always welcome. Bring your knowledge of English to conversational English classes. You could lead spoken English classes, improving the pronunciation and conversational skills of young children and adults. You can let your creativity run wild with songs, games and role play activities in classes of anywhere from 6-40 pupils. You do not necessarily need to speak fluent Spanish. This is an added incentive for students to speak English and not revert to Spanish when they have questions or get confused. Through the various English classes, you can pass on a valuable vocational skill to Venezuelans looking for job opportunities or to improve their communication skills with foreigners.

Many of the English classes are run through Santa Elena's "Casa de Cultura." You may teach doctors from the local hospital who need to know English to work with English-speaking Pemón aboriginals from Guyana. Or you may involve yourself in the "Socialism of the 21st Century" through President Hugo Chavez's "Misión Ribas", a program that provides remedial high school level classes to the five million Venezuelan high school dropouts; named after independence hero José Felix Ribas. Many of these classes are taught by bad-quality videos accompanied by a small workbook. Some of the classrooms do not have equipment to watch the videos and must work without much formal instruction or opportunity to practice with conversations. 

Other Teaching & Tutoring opportunities are available, including
· Teaching conversational English, math or science classes
· Teaching using musical instruments and/or assist teaching arts, crafts and ceramics at our "Tucusito" school or one of the local schools
· Helping with computer classes for children and teenagers at the local computer centre with internet-connection (Spanish proficiency required)

· Teaching/supervising sports and recreational activities and helping with homework
· Assisting with Play Therapy and help organize special events with our Tucusito School or other schools

Requirements
From little previous experience to experts required - You do not necessarily need to speak fluent Spanish to be involved in our day cares or at your classes as a teacher, however basic Spanish is very useful. To prepare yourself you might want to take a teaching course at home and find supplemental teaching aids. This gives you the confidence to face your first class knowing you have the practical skills you will need throughout your work placement. However, we have various materials available that will help you plan your lessons and you will be accepted as a teacher even if you do not have any TEFL certificate. Creativity and enthusiasm go a long way! Also in Tucusito you will, and in other schools you may, be working with other teachers and/or other volunteers.
Availability
Ongoing throughout the year

Work with Special Needs Children - A Truly Rewarding Cross - Cultural Experience
When Peace Villages began one of the main problems it recognized was the lack of facilities for special needs children in Santa Elena. Through the work of volunteers, a committed director, and the Foundation’s resources, a learning and therapy school named Tucusito has been established and has become a facility that the children and parents of the community depend on. 

Funded by PVF, Tucusito is the only school providing free services for children with special needs in the Bolivar province. No child with special needs is turned away. Tucusito normally serves between 10-12 children at a time, between the ages of 4-19 and with a wide variety of mental and physical challenges.

The principal objective of Tucusito is to promote the integration and development of children and teenagers with special needs, through recreational and educational activities, carried out with a great deal of joy and love. As a volunteer working in Tucusito you will be helping to teach life skills and improving the experience of life through games and creative activities. Working in Tucusito allows you to see clearly how the children benefit from the stimulation, care and attention that the school provides. 

To complement the creative and fun atmosphere of the school and garden, PVF is currently building an exercise and physiotherapy area, located on the PVF grounds, to extend the possibilities of the children.
Daily activities in Tucusito range from personal care such as eating and bathing, to creative play that could involve music therapy, cooking, gardening, sports, arts and crafts. Any skills or ideas for activities that you bring to Tucusito will be welcomed and can be put into practice. As the abilities of the children vary greatly, your assistance and interaction with them can be anything from simply sitting, reading and talking to some, to helping others develop literacy skills. Our opportunities for stimulation and hands-on learning aim to be as diverse as possible. The staff and volunteers of Tucusito often organize visits away from the school – to the playground or to the PVF grounds for the children to enjoy the use of the kitchen and swimming pool.
No previous experience or special skills are necessary to work in Tucusito, but friendliness, care, enthusiasm, commitment and patience are among important qualities. Take delight in the children’s progress through interaction and play, as well as the charming nature of the bonds formed between children and volunteers.
